olivier j. hekster Throughout the Res Gestae, Augustus emphasises how actions were taken "meo auspicio," and, indeed, decisions on whether to wage war or not were variously ascribed to imperial whim. Augustus was even described as "lord of war and peace". 4 The fact that he left an account in his will, as Suetonius (Augustus 101.4) writes, of "how many soldiers there were in active service in all parts of [the whole empire, (O.J.H.)]", implies that nobody else was in possession of those details. That notion is strengthened by a famous passage of Tacitus in which Tiberius ordered a document to be produced and read. This contained a description of the resources of the State, of the number of citizens and allies under arms, of the Á eets, subject kingdoms, provinces, taxes, direct and indirect, necessary expenses and customary bounties (opes publicae continebantur, quantum civium sociorumque in armis, quot classes, regna, provinciae, tributa aut vectigalia, et necessitates ac largitiones). All these details Augustus had written with his own hand . . . (Ann. 1.11).
The central position of the emperor is further emphasised by a decree that Claudius is alleged to have passed which "forbade soldiers to enter the houses of senators to pay their respects". Soldiers could not be clients of anyone but the princeps himself. 5 The person of the emperor was paramount.
This centrality was also made clear visually. The imperial image, through portraiture and statues, was highly visible in military camps. The emperor's imago was present on dona militaria and on manipular signa. 6 On the signa, in fact, the reigning emperor's name was written on the vexillum, thus identifying the face on the imagines, though not only emperors were depicted there-symbols particular to the legions were
